
AUDIT AND GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 28 JANUARY 2020
(6.00 pm - 8.00 pm)

PRESENT: Councillor Robert Bisset (Chairman)

Councillors Kate Cernik, Ste Collings, Andrew Cooper (Deputy 
Chairman), Simon Eardley, Jill Houlbrook (substitute for 
Councillor Andrew Dawson), Stuart Parker, Paul Roberts and 
Harry Tonge

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Andrew Dawson, 
Martyn Delaney and Gareth Gould

Visiting Members: Councillor Charles Fifield and Councillor Gill Watson

Officers in attendance: Vanessa Whiting  Director of Governance and 
Monitoring Officer

Debbie Hall  Director of Finance
Diane Grisdale  Corporate Finance Manager - 

Technical Accounting
Jim Dean  Audit Manager
Stuart Ellis  Finance Manager
Graham Pink  Director of Commercial 

Management and Delivery
Ged Small  Grant Thornton
Stephanie Cornes  Democracy & Elections Officer

33 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Item Reason Action
Jill Houlbrook Minute No 36 - 

Pension Fund 
Committee 
Minutes

In receipt of a 
pension from  
Cheshire Pension 
Fund

Remained in the 
room

Paul Roberts Minute No 36 - 
Pension Fund 
Committee 
Minutes

In receipt of a 
pension from  
Cheshire Pension 
Fund

Remained in the 
room

34 MINUTES
DECIDED: That

the minutes of the meeting of Audit & Governance Committee held on 10 
September 2019 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.   

35 MINUTES OF THE STANDARDS COMPLAINTS PANEL
DECIDED: That



the minutes of the Standards Complaints Panel held on 28 October 2019 be 
received.

36 PENSION FUND COMMITTEE MINUTES
DECIDED: That

the minutes of the Pension Fund Committee held on 13 September 2019 be 
received.

37 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME/OPEN SESSION
The following speakers addressed the Committee under public speaking time:

Linda Webb 

Linda Webb addressed the Committee on Item 14 on the agenda and requested 
Members to consider carefully the procedure for the future sale of two categories 
of land owned by Cheshire West and Chester Council.

Councillor Gill Watson

Councillor Watson addressed the Committee on Item 14 on the agenda and raised 
concerns about the proposed policy and requested a more robust policy be 
drafted.
 

38 OUTSIDE BODIES APPOINTMENTS
Outside Body Appointments: 

Cheshire Brine Subsidence Compensation Board
Councillor Sam Naylor nominated to serve on Cheshire Brine Subsidence 
Compensation Board.

Manchester Airport Consultative Committee
Councillor Sam Naylor nominated to serve on Manchester Airport Consultative 
Committee.

Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education (SACRE)
Councillor Razia Daniels nominated to serve on Standing Advisory Council on 
Religious Education (SACRE).

Essar Oil UK Ltd Liaison Committee
Councillor Graham Heatley nominated to serve on Essar Oil UK Ltd Liaison 
Committee.

Darnhall School and Exhibition Charity
Awaiting nomination for one vacancy.

Innospec Liaison Committee
Awaiting nomination for one vacancy.

Lion Salt Works
Awaiting nomination for one vacancy.



39 SIBELCO RUDHEATH DEVELOPMENT LIAISON COMMITTEE - NOMINATION 
OF ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE
Members received a report requesting to appoint a Cheshire West and Chester 
Councillor to the Sibelco Rudheath Development Liaison Committee.

DECIDED: That

(1) an elected Councillor to be appointed to the Sibelco Rudheath Development 
Liaison Committee.

(2) the nomination of Councillor Mark Stocks to serve on the Sibelco Rudheath 
Development Liaison Committee for the period to May 2023 be approved.

40 NOTICE OF MOTION - VIRTUAL MEETINGS FOR CHESHIRE WEST AND 
CHESTER
Councillor Charles Fifield addressed the Committee as a visiting Member on the 
Notice of Motion – ‘Virtual Meetings for Cheshire West and Chester’ which had 
been referred to this Committee by Council.  Councillor Fifield reiterated how he 
thought virtual meetings could be; more accessible for visiting members and 
public, reduce travel and costs and be better for the environment.

Some discussion took place on this and Members raised the following points:

 Technology to support virtual meetings; sometimes what we have doesn’t 
always work

 Cost to be a clear consideration
 Involvement with ICT
 Concern that emphasis on virtual attendance may deter some members of 

the public who aren’t as IT literate 
 Potential to contribute to our climate change agenda
 A lot to be said for human interaction; benefits of face to face interaction
 Issues surrounding confidentially

Members noted the legal constraints with Committee Members attending virtually.

Councillor Fifield confirmed that his original intention was to focus on Members 
attending meetings of committees virtually (as visiting Members) and members of 
the public e.g. potentially having a ‘dial in hub’ at Winsford or Chester or Ellesmere 
Port for those wishing to participate in a meeting but who may be unable to 
physically get there.

DECIDED: That

the Notice of Motion be considered by the Council Procedures Member Working 
Group, and other key officers from  ICT and Finance, in order for them to scope 
what should be looked at in relation to the Notice of Motion and report back to the 
next meeting of the Committee.



41 INTERNAL AUDIT: 2019-20 AUDIT PLAN PROGRESS
Members considered a report of the Director of Finance which provided an 
overview of the delivery of the 2019-20 Internal Audit Plan up to and including 31 
December 2019, together with an indication of those current audits nearing 
completion.  The report also highlights those reviews completed since the last 
progress to Committee in September 2019.

DECIDED: That

(1) the Audit Plan progress be noted.

(2) there were no issues that the Committee wished to be referred to Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee for further investigation.

42 2018-19 EXTERNAL AUDITOR REPORT - GRANT CERTIFICATION
Members considered a report from the Council’s external auditors which 
summarised the key findings from their work of the grant for Housing Benefit 
Subsidy claim submitted by the Council during the last 12 months.

Members were requested to receive and comment on the certification report.

Ged Small from Grant Thornton was in attendance to answer any questions.

DECIDED: That

the external auditor grant certification report be noted.

43 2019-20 EXTERNAL AUDITOR REPORT - AUDIT PLAN
Members considered the proposed Audit Plan 2019-20.  The Council were 
required to subject its financial statements to external scrutiny before a final 
version was published.  The scrutiny role would be carried out by the Council’s 
appointed auditors, Grant Thornton.  During February through to March 2020 Grant 
Thornton will undertake their interim audit of the relevant financial activities and 
arrangements for securing value for money.  The results of this audit will be 
reported back to the Committee. 

Ged Small from Grant Thornton was in attendance to answer any questions.

DECIDED: That

the proposed Audit Plan and findings meet the Committee’s expectations with 
regard to providing independent scrutiny.

44 TREASURY MANAGEMENT THREE QUARTER YEAR UPDATE 2019-20 AND 
TREASURY MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2020-21
Members considered a report on the treasury management activity undertaken in 
the year to date and also provided Members with insight into the contents of the 
Council’s treasury management strategy for the year 2020-21.



Some discussion took place on diversifying investments post Brexit and how 
ethical the Councils investments were.  Members noted that the formulation of an 
ethical investment plan would be considered during the financial year 2020-21.

DECIDED: That

(1) the treasury management activity for the period April – December 2019 be 
noted.

(2) the contents of the Council’s treasury management strategy for the 
forthcoming financial year 2020-21 be noted.

RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL; That

the Council’s Treasury Management Strategy for 2020-21 be approved.

45 DISPOSAL OF LAND FORMING PART OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACE OR OF 
BEING SPECIFIC INTEREST TO A LOCAL COMMUNITY
Members considered a report which sought to improve member oversight of 
decisions relating to the disposal of land in the borough.  Members were requested 
to consider and approve a change in the procedures to provide additional local 
Member oversight relating to land forming part of the public open space, or of 
specific interest to a local community for the purpose of demonstrating openness 
and transparency.

The report related specially within the context to the sale of land classified as open 
space and small areas of land and assets that may have specific community value to 
ensure that there was improved oversight from members at a local ward level.  The 
Council receives many requests to purchase land it owns.  Usually these are for 
small areas of low level value land that the adjoining property owners wish to buy to 
extend their garden or improve their property. Such requests generally have little 
financial or social benefit to the Council.

Members were advised that occasionally the issues were considered of such significance 
by the local community that they can have longer term implications if the community and 
its elected representatives do not feel that they have been appropriately or adequately 
consulted.  Representations have been made by local Members that the current process 
provides for insufficient involvement by way of consultation on issues which can be 
sensitive locally.  Therefore, it was proposed to modify the process to include active 
consultation with local Members where a request for the disposal of land forming part of 
public open space is received by the Council if an asset was of specific interest to a local 
community.

There was a lot of discussion on this item and Members raised the following points: 

 Local Members must have greater opportunity to be involved 
 A call-in mechanism be explored
 Definition for ‘small areas’ 
 Clarity required on leases
 All stakeholders should be involved



Following discussion, officers were requested to scope a policy which formalises 
the process for Member, Town / Parish Councils and local community to be 
involved in asset disposal, incorporating consultation and a possible 'call-in' route 
to allow decisions to be scrutinised.

DECIDED: That

an update report be brought back to the next meeting in March setting out progress 
and options to be considered.

Chairman

Date


